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Interview with Roberto Toscano

Former Italian ambassador 
to Iran 2003 ‑ 2008IRAN,

INTERNAL DIVISIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 
TENSIONS

N)@+9(O#)*9(>7'&'(H6((POP3K39
::(QQQRS"%T#R%'8

Iran  today  is again  in  the  limelight.
The clamours and the rumours raised 
by  the  2009 presidential  election are 
still echoing while the parliamentary 

consultation  just  took  place  (2 
march 2012) and the country is again 
‘smoothly’  approaching  the  2013 
decisive test. All this in the backdrop 

of an internationally debated nuclear 
programme,  threats  of  military 
intervention  and  widespread 
adoption  of  new  sanctions.  In 

HB0`OoH`_`$#!"#;'P?6*6#X<226**'
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order  to  understand  Iran  today,  its 
internal  political  dynamics  and  the 
international tensions it is facing we 
have to recall what happened in 1979, 
at the time of the Islamic Revolution. 
Roberto  Toscano,  former  Italian 
ambassador to Iran between 2003 and 
!""#$% % &'%()*+,%-.% /01/%-2&3&-34% 5/% &'%
of pivotal  importance to  look at the 
main  actors  of  that  page  of  Iranian 
history if we want to be able to read 
and  interpret  the  actual  scenario. 
Of  himself  he  says  “I’m much more 
interested  in  the  players  than  in  the 
game”. Who were those players then, 
that back in 1979, opposing the Shah, 
were looking for a regime change?

0?6# PR*=R1%*# !%PD31<R2(# <Q# =?6#
16&<*R='<2# N%4# 6S=16@6*"# N'(6# %2(#
('&6146.# H=# ?%4# =<# !6# Q<R2(# '2# =?6#
=1%('='<2%*# *6T'4=J;%1S'4=#-%1='64#%2(#
=?6# N<1D'23# P*%4464,# N?<# -*%"6(# %#
(6P'4'&6# 1<*6# '2# =?6# [14=# -?%46,# =?62#
'2#=?6#(6@<P1%='P#%2(#=?6#16-R!*'P%2#
P<@-<262=4,# %4# N6**# %4# =?6# <*(#
2%='<2%*'4=4# %2(# Q<**<N614# <Q# =?6#
-16&'<R4*"# <&61=?1<N2# ;<44%(63?.#
i%4=*",# !R=# 2<=# *644# '@-<1=%2=*",#
'2# %# 46P<2(# -?%46# '=# '2P*R(6(# =?6#
'2=6**6P=R%*4# %4# N6**# %4# =?6#mullahs# J#
=1%('='<2%*# P*613"# g# =?%=# Q6*=# *6T# <R=#
<Q# =?6# 6%1*'61# 6P<2<@'P# !<<@,# %2(#
N?<46# -<*'='P%*# N6'3?=# %T61# ?%&'23#
6S-%2(6(#62<1@<R4*"#?%4#6&61#4'2P6#
6S-61'62P6(#R-4#%2(#(<N24.#;%2"#<Q#
=?<46#-*%"614#%16#4='**#<1#again#-%1=#<Q#
=?6#3%@6#=<(%".

The political  role of  the Shi’a  clergy 
proved to be decisive in more than one 
occasion  in  Iranian  history.  Going 
back to 1892, the clergy, which allied 
itself  with  the  merchants,  played 
a  major  role  during  the  Tobacco 
6-,7-89% 1:1&3% &3% ;<"=$% % 1/% /0>% /&*>%
of the Constitutional revolution and 
once again in 1979 at the time of the 
Islamic revolution. It seems however 
that nowadays the people of Iran are 
disenchanted  with  the  clergy.  Did 
the  alliance  with  the  bazaar  (the 
merchants)  fall  out  of  favour?  And 
why?  

B<N%(%"4# H1%2# ?%4# N'=26446(# =?6#
1'46# <Q# <=?61# 4=1<23# -<N614# =?%=#
?%&6# 61<(6(# =?6# =1%('='<2%*# -<*'='P%*#
1<*6# <Q# =?6# P*613".# H2# k6!1R%1"# 9IKI#
d?<@6'2'Z4# Q<1P64,# 4R--<1=6(# !"#

%# P<%*'='<2# <Q# P*613"# %2(# *'!61%*#
P%-'=%*'4=4,# 46'G6(# -<N61# !"# <R4='23#
=?6#*6T'4=#%2(#(6@<P1%='P#P<@-<262=4#
<Q# =?6# [14=# ?<R1# -<-R*%1# R-1'4'23.#
MT61N%1(4,# =?6# CR-16@6# i6%(61#
%2(# =?6# E%4(%1%2# J# =?6#M1@"# <Q# =?6#
XR%1('%24# <Q# =?6# H4*%@'P# O6&<*R='<2#
J# =R126(# '2=<# =?6# 4=1<2364=# -<*'='P%*#
%2(# m16*'3'<R4Z# -<N614# N'=?'2# =?6#
P<R2=1".# 0?6# Q<1@61,# =?1<R3?# =?6#
P?%1'4@%='P# -614<2%*'="# <Q# M"%=<**%?#
d?<@6'2',# N?<# !"# @6%24# <Q# =?6#
R2'[P%='<2# %2(# =1%24Q61# <Q# !<=?#
=?6<*<3'P%*# %2(# -<*'='P%*# -<N61# =<#
=?6# ?'3?64=# 16*'3'<R4# %R=?<1'="# J# =?6#
0$;)6)&E$( F)G"7# J# #@%2%36(# =<# %P?'6&6#
%# -<4'='<2# <Q# 4R-16@%P".# # 0?6# *%W61,#
$*( &)*&( G.$#-1<=6P=<1#<Q# =?6# P<R2=1"Z4#
H4*%@'P# 4"4=6@# %2(# P166(# # J# );EO1;)8(
H.*)();E7);,#H4*%@#'4#=?6#4<*R='<2#g#%2(#
<--<4'23# %**# 4R!&614'&6# 6*6@62=4,#
?%4#!6P<@6#<&61#=?6#"6%14,#64-6P'%**"#
(R1'23# M?@%('26F%(# @%2(%=64,#
62=%23*6(# N'=?# =?6# P<R2=1"Z4#
-<*'='P%*# %2(# 6P<2<@'P# %+%'14.# _'=?#
1<R3?*"# 7>8,888# @'*'=%1"# -614<226*#
P<2=1<**'23# <&61# :8p# <Q# =?6# H1%2'%2#
6P<2<@",#=?616#'4#2<#<=?61#4"4=6@#'2#
=?6# N<1*(# N?'P?# P%2# !6# P<@-%16(#
=<#'=.# #M*=?<R3?#4<@6#[3R164#@%"#!6#
4*'3?=*"#<&6164='@%=6(,#=?6"#4='**#3'&6#
%2# '(6%# <Q# =?6# -?62<@62<2.# f62P6,#
=?6#1<*6#<Q#=?6#P*613"#?%4#!662#46&616*"#
4\R66G6(#(R6#=<#=?6#1'46#<Q#=?646#=N<#
@%'2#-<N614.

?-@%A-%/0>%!""<%>+>7/&-3'%A&B>)%.)-*%
those  of  the  previous    period?  Has 
the  civil  society  awakened? Who  is 
representing  the  ‘where  is  my  vote’  
green movement  and why did  it  fail 
in the end?

0?6# 788I# -164'(62='%*# 6*6P='<2#
=?%=# P<2=1<&614'%**"# P<2[1@6(#
M?@%('26F%(# %4# ?6%(# <Q# =?6#
X<&612@62=# Q<1# %# 46P<2(# =61@# N%4#
=?6# [14=# <26,# 4'2P6# =?6# <R=!16%D# <Q#
=?6# O6&<*R='<2,# =<# ?%&6# N'=26446(#
%# 4R((62# 78p# '2P16%46# '2# =?6#
2R@!61# <Q# &<=614.# 0?'4# 16-16462=4#
%2# R2-16P6(62=6(# %2(# R26S-6P=6(#
<R=P<@6#'2#6*6P=<1%*#=61@4#%2(#'2#=?6#
H1%2'%2#*<23#\R64=#Q<1#(6@<P1%P".#M4#
N6# D2<N,# =?6# 4=166=# (6@<24=1%='<24#
%2(# 1'<=4# =?%=# Q<**<N6(#@6136(# '2=<#
=?6# mX1662# @<&6@62=Z.# E1<=64=614Z#
[14=#16\R64=#%2(#\R64='<2#N%4#mN?616#
'4#@"#&<=6lZ#N?'*4=#@%2"#<Q# =?6@#%=#
2'3?=#N616#P?%2='23#UM**%?JRJMD!%1V#

<2# =?6'1# 1<<Q4.#0?'4#@6%24# =?%=# =?616#
'4# %# 26N# "<R23# <--<4'='<2# =?%=# ?%4#
31<N2#N'=?'2#=?6#163'@6#J#P<@-1'4'23#
4=R(62=4,# =?6# R26@-*<"6(,# N<@62Z4#
<13%2'4%='<24# %2(# @'2<1'='64# J# !R=#
N?<#P%22<=#!6#(6-'P=6(#%4#46PR*%1#<1#
%2='JH4*%@'P.#H2#=?6#62(#=?6#@<&6@62=#
Q%'*6(.#M4# '2# =?6#N<1D'23#P*%44#4=1'D6#
P<@@'W664#'2#9IKI,#'=#*%PD6(#%#-1<-61#
4=1%=63",# P*6%1# %2(# R2\R64='<26(#
*6%(614?'-# ,# P<<1('2%='<2#N'=?# <=?61#
P'&'*#4<P'6="#'24='=R='<24#%2(#4=1<2361#
*'2D4# N'=?# =?6# -<*'='P%*# N<1*(# %2(#
-%1='64.# 0?6# %**'%2P6# N'=?# ;<R4%&'#
-1<&6(#=<#!6#*644#4<*'(#%2(#@<2<*'=?'P#
=?%2#26P644%1".#

The  Guardian  Council  has  its  last 
word  on  the  candidates  that  can 
be  elected  as  presidents  (head  of 
the  Government).  What  are  the 
implications  in  the  upcoming  2013 
presidential elections? 

0?6# XR%1('%2# )<R2P'*# '4# P?%136(#
N'=?# '2=61-16='23# =?6#)<24='=R='<2#<Q#
H1%2,# 4R-61&'4'23# =?6# 6*6P='<2# <Q# =?6#
M446@!*"# <Q# `S-61=4,# =?6# E164'(62=#
%2(# =?6# ;%F*'4,# %2(# =?6# %--1<&%*# <Q#
P%2('(%=64.# 0?6# P<24='=R='<2%**"J
@%2(%=6(# 97J@6@!61# P<R2P'*#
6S%@'264# %**# *63'4*%='<2# -%446(# !"#
=?6# ;%F*'4# a=?6# -%1*'%@62=b# '2# <1(61#
=<# 624R16# =?%=# '=# P<2Q<1@4# =<# H4*%@'P#
*%N# g# 4'2P6# 9I/7# '=# ?%4# 16QR46(# =<#
1%='Q"# 46&61%*# *63'4*%='&6# -1<-<4%*4#
=?%=# N<R*(# ?%&6# 164=1'P=6(# -1<-61="#
1'3?=4# %2(# 62%P=6(# P<@-16?624'&6#
*%2(# 16Q<1@.# 0?6# P<R2P'*# P%2# %*4<#
('4\R%*'Q"#P%2('(%=64#=<#%2"#<26#<Q#=?6#
%!<&6J@62='<26(#6*6P='<24#'Q#16-R=6(#
'26*'3'!*6,# <2# %# 2R@!61# <Q# 31<R2(4#
=?%=#%16#<T62#P<24'(616(#%4#%1!'=1%1".#
0?'4# &6W'23# -1<P6(R16# P<24='=R=64# %#
461'<R4# =?16%=# =<# H1%2'%2# (6@<P1%P"#
%2(# *'@'=4# =?6#-<44'!'*'="# Q<1# 16Q<1@J
@'2(6(# P%2('(%=64# <Q# =%D'23# -%1=# '2#
=?6# -1<P644.# 0?6# P<246\R62P64# %16#
46*QJ6S-*%2%=<1".

Does  the  current  Iranian  president, 
Ahmadinejad,  still  have  a  great 
&3CD>37>% -E>)% /0>% *1F-)&/,% -.% /0>%
Iranians or a  large portion of  them? 
Why?

0?'4# '4#(R6#=<#?'4#-<-R*'4@.#H2#4<@6#
N%"4#?6#P%2#!6#P<@-%16(#=<#)?%&6G#
'2#o626GR6*%.#f6# '4#2<=# %# P*613"@%2#
!R=# ?6# ?%4# 16P6'&6(# =?6# %--1<&%*#
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HCCB.#77:IJKILIM-1'*#7897H0E);#H2=612%='<2%*#)<@@62=%1"

%2(# =?6# 4R--<1=# <Q# =?6# =1%('='<2%*#
P*613".# f6# D66-4# =?6# -6<-*6,# <2# =?6#
<26#?%2(,#%2(#=?6#6*'=64,#<2#=?6#<=?61,#
=<36=?61#'2#%#P<@@<2#%2(#%--%162=*"#
P<@-%P=#P<24624R4.#f6#P%2# '2=61-16=#
%2(# 4<@6?<N#%((1644# =?6#-614'4=62=#
R2(6131<R2(# H1%2'%2# 16462=@62=# <Q#
?R@!*6# -6<-*6# =<N%1(4# =?6# @<16#
6(RP%=6(,# %4# !1'**'%2=*"# (6-'P=6(#
'2# =?6# 16P62=*"# 16*6%46(# @<&'6# UM#
46-%1%='<2Vh# %=# =?6# 4%@6# ='@6,# ?6#
'4# P%-%!*6# <Q# <!=%'2'23# =?6# 4R--<1=#
<Q# %**# =?<46#N?<,# '2# %# P<1-<1%='4=# a<1#
UP1<2"# P%-'=%*'4=Vb# 6P<2<@"# 4RP?# %4#
H1%2Z4,# (61'&6# &%4=# -1<[=4# Q1<@# =?6'1#
*'2D#N'=?# =?6# 163'@6#%4#N6**# %4#N'=?#
=?6#16&<*R='<2%1"#3R%1(4,#%**#<Q#N?<@#
%16# -16<PPR-'6(#N'=?# =?6# (6Q62P6# <Q#
=?6# 4=%=R4# \R<.# H2(66(# =?6# E%4(%1%2#
P*6%1*"# R2(614=%2(# =?%=# =?6"# N<R*(#
?%&6# 2<# QR=R16# N'=?<R=# =?6# H4*%@'P#
O6-R!*'P,# %2(# =?'4#@%D64# =?6@# &61"#
('+6162=# Q1<@# =?6# @'*'=%1"# '2# M1%!#
P<R2=1'64.

Then,  what  about  the  internal 
divisions  in  the  regime,  the 
confrontation  between  the  Supreme 
Leader  and  the  President?  Again, 
what  is  or  would‑be  the  role  of  the 
clergy here?

M?@%('26F%(#%2(#?'4#<qP6#('16P=<1,#
Q%=?61J'2J*%N,# %2(# 1'3?=J?%2(# @%2#
`4Q%2('%1#O%?'@#;%4?%6'#%16#P*%'@6(#
=<# !6# @6@!614# <Q# %# @644'%2'P# 46P=#
=?%=#%4-'164#=<#P?%236#=?6#'(6<*<3'P%*#
'2Q1%4=1RP=R16# <Q# =?6# 163'@6.# 0?6"#
P*%'@# <1# %16# said  to  ?%&6# %# ('16P=#
16*%='<24?'-#N'=?# =?6#f'((62# H@%@,#
=?6#;%?(',#=?%=#'4#=?6#C?'Z'=6#@644'%?.#
H2#<=?61#N<1(4,#M?@%('26F%(#N<R*(#
2<N# ?%&6# =?6# 4=1623?=,# 3'&62# =?'4#
-1'&'*636(# 16*%='<24?'-,# =<# 1R2# =?6#
P<R2=1"# <2# ?'4# <N2,# N'=?# 2<# 266(#
Q<1# =?6# FR1'4-1R(62=,# =?6# 0$;)6)&E$(
F)G"7,# N?<# '4# PR1162=*"# 16-16462=6(#
!"# d?%@626'.# n6"<2(# =?6# <qP'%*#
(<P=1'2%*# %2(# -<*'='P%*# P<2Q1<2=%='<2#
4<@6#!6*'6&6# =?616# '4#%*4<#%#('+6162=#
%--1<%P?# =<# =?6# 2RP*6%1# '44R6.#
n%4'P%**"# E164'(62=# M?@%('26F%(#
N'4?6(# =<# -R!*'P*"# %22<R2P6# H1%2Z4#
@'*'=%1"# 2RP*6%1# -1<31%@# %2(# 16J
<-62#%#('%*<3R6#N'=?#=?6#YCM,#N?'*6#
d?%@626'#-16Q6116(#=<#D66-#'=#R2(61#
N1%-4.#

Given  the  outcome  of  last 
parliamentary  election  ‑  held  on  2 
March  2012  ‑  and  its main  political 
implications,  how  is  this  internal 

confrontation likely to develop?

0?6# E%1*'%@62=# '4# N6%D# '2# H1%2,#
%2(# Q1<@# =?6# 6*6P='<2# 6@6136(# %2#
6&62#@<16# P<@-*'%2=# !<(".# # k<1# =?6#
CR-16@6#i6%(61#'=#P<R*(#!6#6%4'61#=<#
('4@'44# =?6#<qP6#<Q# =?6#E164'(62=# '2#
%#QR1=?61#P<24<*'(%='<2#<Q##?'4#-<N61.

From  an  international  perspective, 
Iran  is  today  made  the  subject  of 
numerous  debates  and  political 
analyses,  with  regard  to  its 
confrontation  with  Israel,  the  USA 
and  other  international  powers.  The 
alleged  PMD  –  potential  military 
dimension – of its nuclear programme 
does not comply with the obligations 
descending  from  the  NPT  and  the 
Safeguards agreements. Do you think 
Iran  is  likely  –  sooner  or  later  ‑  to 
pack  in  its  rhetoric and ambition as 
a  nuclear  power?  And  what  is  the 
ultimate goal hidden behind it?

H1%2#N'**#2<=#3'&6#R-#'=4#2RP*6%1#-<N61#
1?6=<1'P#2<1#'=4#%@!'='<24#%4#%#2RP*6%1#
-<N61.#B<=#'2#=?6#Q<16466%!*6#QR=R16,#
2<=# R2='*# '=# %P?'6&64# '=4# R*='@%=6#
3<%*.# 0?6'1#@%'2# <!F6P='&6# '4# 2<=# =?6#
(6&6*<-@62=# <Q# 2RP*6%1# N6%-<24#
2<1# =?6#(64=1RP='<2#<Q# H41%6*,# !R=# =?6#
Q<1@%*# 16P<32'='<2# !"# =?6# YCM# %2(#
=?6# 4R!4=%2='%*# %PD2<N*6(36@62=#
Q1<@# 26'3?!<R1'23# # P<R2=1'64# %4# %#
*6%('23#163'<2%*#-<N61#'2#=?6#;'((*6J
`%4=# %2(# )62=1%*# M4'%2# =?6%=164.# H2#
=?'4# 164-6P=# `Y# Q<16'32# -<*'P"# %2(#
%W'=R(6# '4# Q<1# H1%2# Q%1# *644# 16*6&%2=#
=?%2# '=# '4# Q<1# `R1<-6.# M-%1=# Q1<@#
163'@6#1?6=<1'P#%2(#R4R1-6(#4*<3%24,#
%2='JC6@'='4@# %2(# %2='JM@61'P%2'4@#
%16# 2<=# N'(64-16%(# Q66*'234# %@<23#
H1%2'%24# %4# =?6"# %16# 4R--<46(# <1#
!6*'6&6(#=<#!6.##

In  November  2011,  the  release  of 
the  last  IAEA  report  on  the  Iranian 
compliance  with  the  Nuclear 
Non‑  Proliferation  Treaty    and 
implementation  of  the  Safeguards 
Agreement,      raised  controversial 
reactions  and  paved  the  way  to 
the  adoption  of  stricter  bilateral 
sanctions.  Also,  the  EU  jointly 
broadened  their  restrictive measures 
/1):>/&3:% /0>% '-D)7>'% -.% (3137>% .-)%
the  Iranian  nuclear  programme, 
and  complemented  already  existing 
sanctions.  Do  you  agree  with  the 
policy of sanctions and what is their 
2-/>3/&1+%&*217/G%5'%1%*&+&/1),%1817H%

a real option?

C%2P='<24# N<R*(# @%D6# 46246# <2*"#
'Q# =?6'1# 3<%*#N%4# =<# '2(RP6# H1%2# =<# %#
@<16# j6S'!*6# 263<='%='23# -<4'='<2.#
nR=# 'Q,# '24=6%(,# =?6"# %16# %'@6(# %=#
H1%2Z4# 4R1162(61# a'.6.# 3'&'23# R-#
R1%2'R@#621'P?@62=,#N?'P?#'4#%#1'3?=#
R2(61# =?6# BE0b,# =?62# =?6"# %16# <2*"#
%# 4=6--'23# 4=<26# =<N%1(4#N%1.# # 526#
4?<R*(# 16j6P=# <2# =?6# Q%P=# =?%=# %2#
%W%PD#<2# H1%2#N<R*(# FR4=# 4=1623=?62#
=?6#163'@6#%3%'24=#6S=612%*#m626@'64Z#
'2# =?6# %W6@-=# =<# 4%Q63R%1(# =?<46#
!%4'P# 2%='<2%*# 46PR1'="# '2=6164=4# =?%=#
P%2#-1<@-=*"#16JP<@-%P=#%**#H1%2'%24#
R2(61#%#P<@@<2#1<<Q.#H=#'4#%=#=?'4#*6&6*#
'2#Q%P=#=?%=#=?6#163'@6#P%2#P<R2=#<2#%#
!1<%(61# P<24624R4# %2(# -<-R*%1'=".#
H24=6%(,#%4#4<<2#%4#N6#@<&6#Q1<@#=?%=#
*6&6*# =<N%1(4# =?6# QR*[*@62=# <Q#@<16#
1'3<1<R4#H4*%@'4=#16&<*R='<2%1"#3<%*4,#
<1# =<N%1(4# 6&62# @<16# %@!'='<R4#
%2='J'@-61'%*'4='P# -<*'P'64,# # -<-R*%1#
4R--<1=# 4'2D4# 4?%1-*".# C'@'*%1*",# Q<1#
%**# =?6# 16%4<24# ?616# @62='<26(,# %#
@'*'=%1"#%W%PD#'4#2<=#g#<1#4?<R*(#2<=#
!6#J#%2#<-='<2h#=?616#'4#2<#4RP?#=?'23#
%4# %# U4R13'P%*# N%1V.# 0?<46# N?<# %16#
'2# Q%&<R1#<Q#N%1#%16# '2# Q%&<R1#<Q# =?6#
163'@6,# %# 163'@6# =?%=# ?%4# !6P<@6#
("4QR2P='<2%*#%2(,#=?<R3?#2<=#<2#=?6#
&6136# <Q# P<**%-46,# '4# \R'PD*"# *<4'23#
'(6<*<3'P%*# P<?64'<2# %2(# -<-R*%1#
4R--<1=.# 0?6# 788I# 6*6P='<2# <R=P<@6,#
=?6# X1662# ;<&6@62=,# =?6# =624'<24#
!6=N662# M"%=<**%?# d?%@626'# %2(#
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