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Abstract	
Since	 science	 (s)	 has	 substituted	 philosophy	 and	 have	 become	 the	 most	
widespread	 form	of	 knowledge	 -	 as	especially	 in	Western	world	 the	 case	 is	
since	the	last	two	centuries	-	the	practices	of	science	production	and	results	
diffusion	 need	 to	 be	 seriously	 taken	 into	 philosophical	 consideration.	 This	
might	 be	 possible	 through	 the	 adoption	 of	 appropriate	 procedures	 for	
incremental	dialogue	crossing	the	‘laboratory	walls’	and	the	development	of	
methodological	 tools	 to	 take	 multiple	 critical	 voices	 into	 account.	 By	
providing	 accurate	descriptions	of	 human	and	non-human	nature,	 scientific	
discourses	 has	 been	 intended	 to	 represent	 things	 as	 they	 really	 were;	 this	
effort	 offered	 reliable	 evidences	 for	 elaborating	 philosophical/political	
discourses	on	the	base	of	a	(pretended)	objective	knowledge,	deriving	from	
the	absolutisation	of	physical	and	natural	science	paradigmas.	The	necessity,	
indeed,	 to	 legitimate	 moral/ethical/political	 imperatives	 on	 the	 base	 of	
scientific	evidence	called	for	modelling	the	data	according	to	the	theory	they	
were	required	to	support.	The	close	relationship	between	science-production	
and	 power-generating	 apparatuses	 stand	 on	 the	 assumption	 that	 it	 was	
possible	 to	 deduce	 how	 things	 have	 to	 be	 from	 the	 representation	 of	 how	
things	are.	The	crucial	point	resides,	thus,	in	the	possibility	to	come	to	know	
the	truth	because,	as	the	post-positivist	epistemology	pointed	out,	there	is	no	
knowledge	out	of	the	knowing	possibility	of	the	subject;	and	thus	there	is	no	
science	out	of	 the	cultural	environment	 it	 is	entwined	with.	 In	 this	 context,	
‘science’	 was	 and	 still	 is	 a	 powerful	 means	 to	 advance	 social,	 ethical	 and	
political	claims	on	the	authority	of	truth.	
	
Objectives	
a)An	 allegiance	 between	 diverse	 but	 convergent	 	 methodical	 and	 critical	
approaches	in	the	social	sciences	(the	so	called		“auditory	turn”/	acroamatic	
turn)	 	 is	aimed	at,	so	that	some	even	minimal	breaches	could	be	opened	 in	
the	wall	of	the	mainstream,	in	order	to	broaden	and	renew	the	social	science	
conceptual	‘kit	of	tools’		and	operational	patterns.	B)The	participants	should	
acquire	 the	 minimal	 skills	 to	 address	 critically	 the	 scientific	 mainstream	
discourses.		
	
	



 

 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Outline	of	the	Course	
(compulsory)	
	
After	a	brief		introduction	in	the	contemporary	history	and	in	the	‘politics’	of	
science	(first	class),	the	course	will	frame	and	motivate	by	means	of	critically	
interpreted	conceptual-historical	examples	and	narratives,	the	two	following	
assumptions:	a)	 the	context	of	observation	and	of	 listening,	 the	position	 (in	
the	 physical,	 theoretical,	 social	 space),	 the	 relationship	 with	 the	 object	 of	
observation	and	of	listening,		the	background	stories	ARE	crucial	elements	in	
the	production	of	knowledge;	b)	the	dividing	 line	between	relevant	and	not	
relevant	 elements	 in	 the	 epistemological	 process	 is	 a	 fuzzy	 one	 mostly	
because	historical,	social,	psychological,	political	and	economic	aspects	play	a	
key	role,	in	a	multifaceted	way,	in	the	knowledge	production.		
As	fundamental	conceptual-historical	examples	and	narratives	to	support	the	
two	 assumptions,	 the	 passage	 from	 ‘Orientalism’	 to	 Occidentalism’	 in	
scientific	discourse	will	be	 treated	 in	 the	second	and	 third	 class.	 Each	class	
will	last	three	hours.	In	the	last	class,	the	single	readings	and	topics,	assigned	
to	each	participants	form	the	beginning,	will	be	reframed	in	the	 light	of	the	
increased	awareness/domain	on	the	topic.	This	final	debate	will	take	place	in	
an	additional	hour	to	the	third	class.		
	
	

Bibliography		

(Chapters	 from	 one	 of	 the	 texts	 or	 articles	 will	 be	 selected	 by	 each	
participants	at	the	beginning	of	the	course)		

Amsterdamski,	S.,	1992,	Between	History	and	Method:	Disputes	about	
the	Rationality	of	Science,	New	York,	Springer		
Brown,	 H.I.,	 1977,	 Perception,	 theory	 and	 commitment.	 The	 new	
philosophy	of	science,	Chicago,	Precedent	Publishing	
Canguilhem,	 G.,	 1981,	 Idéologie	 et	 rationalité	 dans	 l’histoire	 des	
sciences	 de	 la	 vie.	 Nouvelles	 études	 d’histoire	 et	 de	 philosophie	 des	
sciences,	Paris,	Vrin	
Dawkins,	R.,	1996,	The	Blind	Watchmaker,	New	York,	W.	W.	Norton	&	
Co.	
Gagliasso,	E.,	2001,	Verso	un'	epistemologia	del	mondo	vivente,	Milano,		



 

 

Glasersfeld,	 E.	 von,	 1986,	 	 “Il	 complesso	 di	 semplicità”,	 in	 Bocchi	 G.,	
Ceruti,	M.,	1986,	La	sfida	della	complessità,	Milano,	Feltrinelli	
	
Gould,	S.	J.,	Eldredge,	N.,	1977,	"Punctuated	equilibria:	the	tempo	and	
mode	 of	 evolution	 reconsidered."	 Paleobiology	 	 3	 (2),	 pp.	 115-151	
Gould,	S.	J.,	2002,	The	Structure	of	Evolutionary	Theory,	Cambridge	MA,	
Harvard	University	Press	
Henry,	 B.,	 2015,	Gender	 Sensitivity,	Asymmetries,	 Acroamatic	 Turn.	 A	
renewed	 approach	 to	 some	 ‘gendered’	 methodologies	 in	 JOBARI	
(Journal	 of	 Basic	 and	 Applied	 Research	 International),	 10(4),	 pp.	 219-
226.	
Kuhn,	T.	S.,	1970,	 	The	Structure	of	Scientific	Revolutions,	Chicago,	The	
University	of	Chicago	Press	
Kuhn,	 T.	 S.,	 1977,	 The	 Essential	 Tension,	 Chicago,	 The	 University	 of	
Chicago	Press	
Lewontin,	 R.,	 1984,	Not	 In	 Our	 Genes:	 Biology,	 Ideology	 and	 Human	
Nature,	Random	House,	London	
Prigogine,	 I.	Stengers,	 I.,	1984,	Order	Out	of	Chaos,	New	York,	Bantam	
Books	
Rorty,	 R.	Objectivity,	 relativism,	 and	 truth.	 Philosophical	 papers,	 Cambridge	
University	Press,	
Cambridge,	1991.	
Rorty,		R.,		Philosophy	and	the	Mirror	of	Nature,	Princeton	University	Press,	
Princeton	(NJ),	1980.		
Stengers	I.,	1997,	Power	and	Invention:	Situating	Science,	Minneapolis,		
University	of	Minnesota	Press	
Stengers	I.,	1993,	Le	politiche	della	ragione,	Laterza,	Roma-	
Bari	(collection	of	texts	in	italian).	

	
	
Contacts:		
b.henry@sssup.it	



 

 

RESEARCH	METHODOLOGIES	IN	INTERNATIONAL	LAW	
Professor	Andrea	de	GUTTRY	-	Dr.	Emanuele	SOMMARIO	

	

1. Aim	of	the	Course	
	

The	course	aims	at	providing	students	with	the	practical	and	theoretical	tools	needed	to	
perform	scholarly	 research	 in	 the	 field	of	Public	 International	Law.	 It	will	 first	examine	 the	
sources	of	 International	Law	as	set	out	 in	Article	38	of	 the	 ICJ	Statute.	The	analysis	will	be	
conducted	on	the	basis	of	the	case	law	of	national	and	international	courts	and	tribunals	and	
of	 relevant	 international	 practice	 and	 will	 be	 complemented	 by	 a	 survey	 of	 the	 most	
established	doctrinal	standpoints.		

	
	

2. Course	structure	

Part.	I	Treaty	law	

- What	is	a	treaty?	

- Treaty	interpretation:	some	basic	concepts	

- Contentious	issues:	reservation	to	treaties	

- International	Law	resources	on	the	web	(electronic	databases,	digests,	etc.)		

Part	II.	Customary	International	Law	

- The	concept	of	customary	law	

- Defining	State	practice	and	opinio	juris	

- Identification	of	relevant	State	practice	

3. Methodology	

	 The	Course	will	be	delivered	by	means	of	 lectures,	group	and	 individual	exercises	and	
role-plays.	 Students	 will	 be	 asked	 to	 actively	 participate.	 The	 Course	 will	 be	 taught	 in	
English.	



 

 

INTRODUCTION	INTO	QUANTITATIVE	METHODS	
	

PROFESSOR	STEFAN	COLLIGNON	
	
	
	

1. Propedeutics	by	Prof.	Natili	
2. Empirical	observations	
3. The	induction	problem:	how	to	go	from	data	to	theory	
4. Probability	theory	
5. Bayes’	Rule:	the	principle	of	inverse	probability	
6. Stochastic	processes	
7. Cointegration		

	
After	the	course,	a	simple	paper	with	quantitative	estimates	is	to	be	delivered.



 

 

Human	Rights	in	Context		
	

Convener:	Dr.	Emanuele	Sommario	(e.sommario@santannapisa.it)	
	

This	 series	 of	 four	 8-hour	 modules	 aims	 at	 providing	 students	 with	 a	 solid	
background	of	the	different	perspectives	and	disciplines	relevant	to	the	protection	
and	 promotion	 of	 human	 rights.	 The	 philosophical	 and	 legal	 dimensions	 will	 be	
combined,	 to	 offer	 a	 primer	 that	 will	 enable	 participants	 to	 fully	 appreciate	 the	
basic	tenets	of	the	human	rights	discourse.	Specific	attention	will	be	devoted	to	the	
theoretical	 foundations	 of	HR,	 to	 the	multi-layered	 protection	 offered	 by	 human	
rights	treaties,	to	the	promotion	of	different	categories	of	human	rights	as	well	as	
to	the	particular	mechanisms	available	to	shield	vulnerable	groups	from	violations	
of	their	rights	and	liberties.	
	

Philosophical	Foundations	of	Human	Rights																																																																							
(Prof.	Anna	Loretoni)	

a.loretoni@santannapisa.it	
	

The	 module	 aims	 at	 exploring	 the	 'human	 rights	 language'	 through	 the	 Political	
Philosophy	 framework.	 Starting	 from	 the	 analysis	 of	 the	 different	 foundations	 of	
human	rights,	the	course	will	be	devoted	to	introduce	some	perspectives	proposed	
by	 social	 sciences.	 In	 particular,	 the	 course	 will	 deal	 with	 the	 controversial	
definition	of	the	three	different	classes	of	rights	(civilian,	political	and	social	rights),	
related	 to	 diverse	models	 of	 citizenship.	 The	 so-called	 ‘capability	 approach’	 	 will		
also	be	highlighted,	with	a	specific	reference	to	the	gap	between	the	entitlement	of	
rights	on	the	one	hand,	and	the	effective	endowment	of	rights	on	the	other.	Within	
this	context,	 specific	attention	will	be	devoted	to	 the	anthropological	 framework,	
focusing	on	dependency	and	vulnerability	as	relevant	elements	of	a	new	version	of	
individualism.	 The	 challenging	 relationship	 between	 universalism	 end	 relativism	
will	be	explored	in	the	last	part	of	the	course,	introducing	in	so	doing	the	principle	
of	 ‘strategic	 universalism’.	 The	 gender	 lens	 will	 be	 adopted	 as	 suggested	 in	 the	
gender	 mainstreaming	 approach,	 in	 relation	 to	 its	 ability	 to	 deconstruct	
stereotypes	and	narratives.	

	
Protection	and	Promotion	of	Human	Rights	at	Global	and	Regional	Level																			

(Dr.	Emanuele	Sommario)	
e.sommario@santannapisa.it	

	
The	 module	 is	 aimed	 at	 introducing	 participants	 to	 the	 main	 features	 of	 the	
international	machinery	which	has	been	developed	 to	ensure	 the	protection	and	
promotion	 of	 human	 rights	 and	 liberties.	 After	 a	 brief	 review	 of	 the	 historical	
development	 of	 human	 rights,	 attention	 will	 be	 focused	 on	 the	 normative	
framework	established	by	 the	 relevant	 treaties.	Questions	answered	will	 include:	



 

 

What	are	the	main	categories	of	rights	protected	under	specific	 instruments	(civil	
and	 political	 v.	 economic,	 social	 and	 cultural	 rights;	 general	 treaties	 v.	 treaties	
protecting	specific	vulnerable	groups;	etc.)?	What	sort	of	obligations	are	 imposed	
on	 states?	 What	 is	 the	 geographical	 reach	 of	 human	 rights	 treaties?	 Which	
mechanisms	 are	 available	 to	 implement	 and	 enforce	 human	 rights?	 A	 short	
presentation	 of	 the	 contents	 of	 one	 specific	 right	 will	 follow	 (right	 to	 life	 or	
freedom	from	torture),	in	order	to	understand	how	treaty	monitoring	bodies	have	
given	flesh	to	the	letter	of	specific	treaty	provisions.	
We	will	then	look	at	specific	protection	regimes	at	global	and	regional	level.	A	first	
part	will	concern	the	UN	machinery,	and	describe	the	procedures	that	have	been	
designed	 and	 implemented	 to	 monitor	 state	 compliance	 with	 the	 treaties	
(periodical	 reporting,	 individual	 complaints,	 inter-state	 complaints,	 etc.).	 The	
second	part	will	 focus	on	 regional	human	 rights	 regimes	 in	Europe,	 the	Americas	
and	 Africa,	 and	 review	 their	 main	 distinguishing	 features.	 Lastly,	 the	 global	 and	
regional	 instruments	 and	mechanisms	will	 be	 compared	 and	 contrasted,	 and	 the	
level	of	cross-fertilization	between	them	will	be	assessed.		
	

Agricultural	Law	and	Human	Rights																																																																																						
(Dr.	Mariagrazia	Alabrese)	
m.alabrese@santannapisa.it	

	
This	 module	 is	 aimed	 at	 providing	 an	 understanding	 of	 some	 of	 the	 economic,	
social	and	cultural	rights	that	are	connected	to	the	agricultural	sector.	The	module	
will	 start	 with	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 definition	 and	 the	 content	 of	 agricultural	 law	
focusing	on	the	 features	of	 the	subject	 relevant	 to	 the	human	rights	discourse.	 It	
will	be	also	highlighted	how	the	international	legal	framework	governing	food	and	
agriculture	 is	 profoundly	 affected	by	 at	 least	 three	 regimes	 that	 have	historically	
operated	 in	 isolation	 from	 one	 another:	 international	 human	 rights	 law,	
international	environmental	law,	and	international	trade	law.	
A	focus	will	be	provided	on	the	main	issues	related	to	the	multilateral	trade	regime	
and	the	global	food	system.	In	particular,	we	will	deal	with	the	international	debate	
on	agricultural	 trade	and	“non-trade	concerns”,	 such	as	 food	security.	After	 that,	
the	 analysis	will	 be	 brought	 on	 the	 core	 contents	 and	 obligations	 of	 the	 right	 to	
food	 and	 the	 right	 to	water.	 The	 issue	 of	 their	 enforceability	 and	 the	 analysis	 of	
their	implementation	will	be	addressed.	
	

Protection	of	Vulnerable	Groups																																																																																											
(Dr.	Francesca	Capone)	

f.capone@santannapisa.it	
	

The	module	 aims	 at	 providing	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 situation	 of	 vulnerable	 groups	
against	the	backdrop	of	the	existing	international	legal	framework.	In	particular	the	
course	 will	 focus	 on	 four	 categories	 of	 vulnerable	 people,	 i.e.	 victims	 of	 human	
trafficking;	 people	 affected	 by	 climate	 change;	 women	 affected	 by	 sexual	 and	



 

 

gender	based	violence;	and	child	victims	of	armed	conflict.	The	module	is	divided	in	
four	parts,	each	of	them	tackling	one	of	the	categories	at	stake.	Each	session	will	
start	 with	 an	 introduction	 of	 the	 key	 concepts,	 followed	 by	 an	 outline	 of	 the	
normative	 framework	 and	 examples	 of	 relevant/recent	 practice	 at	 the	 national,	
regional	and	international	level.		
	 More	in	detail,	the	first	session	will	provide	an	outline	of	human	trafficking.	
It	will	begin	by	offering	a	short	historical	overview,	with	a	particular	 focus	on	the	
definition	 of	 human	 trafficking,	 as	 presented	 in	 the	 UN	 Protocol	 to	 Prevent,	
Suppress	 and	 Punish	 Trafficking	 in	 Persons,	 Especially	Women	 and	 Children.	 The	
second	session	will	deal	with	the	broad	and	variegated	category	of	people	affected	
by	 climate	 change	 and	 its	 effects,	 e.g.	 water	 scarcity,	 threats	 to	 food	 security,	
forced	 displacement,	 etc.	 This	 session	 will	 discuss	 the	 current	 legal	 framework;	
addressing	in	particular	the	issue	of	“losses	and	damages”	and	the	way	this	aspect	
has	finally	become	crucial	in	recent	international	climate	change	negotiations.	The	
third	session	will	focus	on	women	affected	by	sexual	and	gender	based	violence,	it	
will	 explain	 the	 definitions	 of,	 inter	 alia,	 gender	 discrimination,	 rape	 and	 sexual	
violence	and	it	will	analyse	the	existing	international	legal	framework,	applicable	in	
peace	 time	 and	 in	 situations	 of	 armed	 conflict.	 The	 fourth	 session	will	 deal	with	
child	victims	of	armed	conflict.	Particular	emphasis	will	be	placed	i)	on	the	existing	
legal	 instruments	 that	 protect	 and	 promote	 child	 victims’	 rights,	 and	 ii)	 on	 the	
mechanisms	set	up	to	 foster	accountability	when	children’s	 rights	are	violated	by	
the	parties	involved	in	an	armed	conflict.			



 

 

Global	Politics:	
Open	issues	and	Challenges		

	
	

Convener:	Dr.	Alberto	Pirni	(a.pirni@santannapisa.it)	
	
This	series	of	four	8-hour	modules	is	aimed	at	introducing	participants	to	the	main	
open	 issues	 and	 challenges	 related	 to	 the	 “Global	 Politics”.	 By	 offering	 an	
interdisciplinary	 focus	 developed	 through	 the	 lens	 of	 four	 core	 disciplines	
(International	 Relations,	 Political	 Philosophy,	 Political	 Economy,	 and	 International	
Law),	the	course	is	articulated	into	four	modules.	The	shared	point	of	departure	for	
each	 module	 is	 the	 assumption	 that	 the	 contemporary	 idea	 of	 “politics”	 is	
constitutively	linked	to	a	complete	overcoming	of	what	the	modern	State	has	been	
and	could	still	be	in	the	near	future.	The	attempt	of	a	critical	understanding	about	
the	main	 transformations	 and	 urgent	 challenges	 that	 the	 global	 perspective	 has	
introduced	 in	 both	 theoretical	 and	 pragmatic	 political	 agenda	 will	 be	 thus	 the	
comprehensive	goal	for	each	module	as	well	as	for	the	course	as	a	whole.	

	
	

Global	Politics	Definitions	
(Dr.	Serena	Giusti)	

s.giusti@santannapisa.it		
	

The	module	will	familiarize	students	with	the	various	nature,	interests	and	agendas	
of	 the	 actors	 –	 nation-states,	multinational	 corporations,	 and	 inter-governmental	
and	non-governmental	organisations	–	active	in	global	politics.	The	module	will	also	
offer	 an	 overview	of	 global	 politics	 by	 looking	 at	 both	 its	 historical	 development	
and	 the	 significant	 contemporary	 topics	 in	 the	 light	 of	 various	 theoretical	
approaches	to	International	Relations.	

	
	

Global	Justice	–	Global	Challenges	
(Prof.	Furio	Cerutti	–	Dr.	Alberto	Pirni)	

furio.cerutti@gmail.com;	a.pirni@santannapisa.it	
	
Within	 the	 framework	 evoked	 by	 the	 title,	 the	module	 will	 focalize	 first	 on	 two	
main	global	risks,	related	to	global	warming	and	global	weapons.	Accordingly,	the	
second	part	of	 the	course	aims	at	presenting	and	discussing	a	specific	 theoretical	
model	(namely:	cosmopolitism)	for	addressing	such	risks	from	a	philosophical	point	
of	view,	following	the	contemporary	debate	related	to	it.	

	
	



 

 

	
Global	Commons	

(Prof.	Stefan	Collignon)	
s.collignon@santannapisa.it	

	
This	 module	 is	 devoted	 to	 a	 discussion	 of	 the	 theory	 of	 public	 goods	 and	 the	
difficulties	involved	in	their	administration.	We	look	at	the	nature	of	externalities,	
incentives,	free	riding,	policy	rules	and	discretion.	

	
	
	

International	Legal	System	
(Prof.	Andrea	de	Guttry)	

a.deguttry@santannapisa.it		
	

The	module	will	introduce	the	students	to	the	relevant	sources	of	International	Law	
which	 regulate,	 nowadays,	 the	 relations	 among	 the	main	 actors	 (States	 and	 Io’s)	
playing	 a	 significant	 role	 in	 global	 politics.	 The	 module	 will	address	 a	 few	 key	
questions	 related	 to	 the	 present	 model	 of	 organisation	 of	 the	 international	
community	 (focusing	mainly	on	 the	 role	of	UN	and	of	regional	organizations)	and	
the	urgent	need	of	reforming	the	international	system	to	enable	the	international	
community	to	better	deal	with	the	current	challenges	the	community	itself	is	facing	
(terrorism,	 uncontrolled	 human	 trafficking,	 climate	 change,	 rough	 States,	 human	
rights	etc.).	
	
	
	


