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Prof. Christian Cipriani is the Director of the BioRobotics Institute of the Scuola Superiore 
Sant'Anna and Head of the Artificial Hands Area. His field of research is (bio)mechatronics applied 
to the area of upper limb prosthetics.  

From 2014 to 2016 he was an Associate Professor of Bioengineering at the BioRobotics Institute of 
SSSA also serving as Deputy Director (2014-2017). In 2012 he has been a Visiting Scientist with 
the Biomechatronics Development Lab at University of Colorado Denver | Anschutz Medical 
Campus, with a Fulbright Scholarship. He received the Ph.D. in Biorobotics Science and 
Engineering from a joint program between IMT Institute for Advanced Studies, Lucca and Scuola 
Superiore Sant'Anna in 2008, and the Laurea degree in Electronic Engineering (MSc) with full 
marks from the University of Pisa, Italy in 2004. 

He has coordinated several national and international research projects and authored 150+ peer 
reviewed scientific papers, 80+ of which on international journals. His current research is sponsored 
by the Italian Workers’ Compensation Authority (INAIL), the Italian Ministry of University and 
Research (MIUR), the European Commission (EC), and the European Research Council (ERC).  

He is the founder of Prensilia S.r.l., a spin-off company of SSSA that develops and commercializes 
robotic hands. 

  

Awards and Honours 

IX) National Scientific Habilitation (Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale) (2017) as Professor 
of Bioengineering 09/G2. Call 2016.  

VIII) ERC Starting Grant awarded to Christian Cipriani with the project MYKI: "A Bidirectional 
MyoKinetic Implanted Interface for Natural Control of Artificial Limbs" (ERC # 679820), for the 
period 2016-2021. Read the News (in Italian). ERC grants are the most prestigious grants in 
Europe. This was the first ERC grant awarded to Scuola Sant'Anna as the Host Institution. 

VII) Research section of the Premio Capitani dell'Anno 2015 awarded to the MyHAND 
project. Read the News (in Italian). 

VI) National Scientific Habilitation (Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale) (2014) as Associate 
Professor of Bioengineering 09/G2. Call 2012.  

V) Senior Member (2012) of the IEEE Robotics and Automation Society (M'06) and of 
the Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society (M'09). 

IV) FIRB 2010 under 32 early-career Grant by MiUR, the Italian Ministry of Education and 
Research to Christian Cipriani with the project: "Myoelectric-Hand prosthesis with Afferent Non-
invasive feedback Delivery: MY-HAND" (grant no. RBFR10VCLD), for the period 2012-
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III) 2011 Fulbright Research Scholarship to spend a six month research period in 2012 at the 
Department of Bioengineering of the University of Colorado – Denver, at Dr. Richard Weir’s 
laboratory, for evaluating the effectiveness of sensory feedback and parallel control on 
myoelectrically controlled dexterous hand prostheses. Read the News (in Italian). 

II) Innovation section of the 2009 Vespucci Award awarded to Prensilia Srl (Company founder 
and associate) with the project named: “e-grasp, trans-radial prosthesis”. The prize is held by 
the Tuscany regional Government, and awards the most brilliant and innovative entrepreneurship 
project based on innovative solutions not yet industrially exploited. Read the News (in Italian). 

I) 2009 Antonio d’Auria Award (open to european citizens) for projects and prototypes of 
innovative robotic devices to aid the motor disabled from the Italian Robotics and Automation 
Association (SIRI) with the SmartHand transradial-prosthesis prototype developed. Read the 
News (in Italian). 
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